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Hockinson District and High School Mission Statemen t 

The mission of Hockinson School District is to enhance teaching 
and learning through the use of best practices and research 
findings on learning, instructional strategies and resources in 
order to maximize student achievement.

 
Advance Placement Exams are available for pre-purch ase now through March 29 th. The cost of each 
exam is $92.00. Please note: AP Exams only take pla ce on the dates listed below. Please be aware of 
this schedule when making appointments outside of s chool for your student.    

 

 

AP Exams on Sale in the Activities Office 2/29 – 3/28/16 

WEEK 1 Morning 8am Afternoon 12 pm 

Monday, May 2 Chemistry  

Tuesday, May 3  Physics 1: Algebra Based  

Wednesday, May 4 English Literature and Composition  

Thursday, May 5 Calculus   

Friday, May 6 US History   

WEEK 2     

Monday, May 9 Biology  

Wednesday, May 11 English Language and Composition   

Thursday, May 12 Comp. Government and Politics Statistics 

Thursday, May 12 World History    



TIPS to Help Your High Schooler Succeed - Planning for the Future – 
 
Research supports that students who think about their future, start forming plans and 
goals for their future, have a greater chance of success. Since thinking about how 
decisions today can open opportunities for tomorrow is so vital, having a conversation 
about future plans with your high schooler can really have a positive impact. When 
having this conversation, there are a few things to keep in mind:  
 
Decision vs. Exploration Stage.  Many students don’t yet know what they want to do 
post high school, and that is perfectly normal and fine. The key is to encourage these 
students to talk about what kind of work environment, standard of living, and modes of 
work they are interested in. Just by helping them understand themselves, they can start 
exploring post high school options that are better fits.  For those students who have 
made a decision, keep the conversation going. There may be times they get 
discouraged or wish to rethink their goals, and talking will help your student think 
through their predicament.  
 
Forecasting for Classes. Look at the Program of Studies together (available on the HHS 
website). Discuss which classes best fit your student’s interests, personality, and goals.  
It’s a good habit to review the offerings each year, as new courses may be a great fit! 
For example, the new Integrated Science and History course is a very hands-on class 
where students will get a chance to explore and create.  
 
AP vs. Running Start.  For those students who are college-bound, the decision to 
remain in the high school and take AP or to go to Clark College is a big one. There are 
social and academic implications for both choices.  For example, many top tier colleges 
prefer AP courses over community college courses. Consider contacting our career and 
college counselor, Jennifer Miller, for more about making this tough choice. 
 
 
Report Cards Going Electronic –  
 
Your students’ report cards are now available for viewing on your Family Access. To 
view, go to Family Access/Portfolio/Standards Report Card. We will continue to send 
out report cards for this year, but will go to an ‘on-line posting only’  for the 2016-2017 
school year.  
 
 
Food Service News –  
 
March is National Nutrition Month, and we're celebrating with School Breakfast Week 
from March 7-11.  As always, we'll be offering complete hot and cold breakfasts to all 
students every day.  Students who get breakfast at school that week will be able to get 
a complimentary hot beverage (tea, cocoa, drip coffee).  A reminder that students 
getting free or reduced lunch can get breakfast at no charge every day.  For other 
students, a full breakfast costs $1.85.  



 
ESD 112 2016 Regional High School Art Show  
 
 
Gallery and Reception 
March 15th from 5:00PM – 7:00PM at  
ESD 112, 2500 NE 65th Avenue,  
Vancouver, WA 98661 
 
The following HHS students will have  
Art work in this show! 
 
Juana Ladunskiy 
Kira Aho 
Zoie Bryant 
Janaya Warnke 
Will Sprague 
Thomas Brennan 
Peyton Nash 
Jake Beslanowitch 
Tommy Guzman 
Tuula Carlson 
Connor Boudreaux 
Annika Noreus 
Heidi Ek 
 
All students, family, friends and community are invited to attend! Congratulations to our 
amazing students! 
 
 
Meaningful Math  -  Creativity and Flexibility in Problem Solving 
 
Students at Hockinson High School explore a variety of problems. As problems are 
worked on, students are encouraged to develop their own problem-solving strategies. 
Afterwards, classes work together analyzing and critiquing the different strategies used.  
 
Some strategies don’t work. Some strategies take too long. Some strategies work, but 
don’t really make sense. Some strategies make sense and can be used to solve a 
problem in a reasonable amount of time. Some strategies are discarded, and new ones 
are adopted. 
 
This is where students begin to develop their flexibility.They learn to be able to discard 
less efficient or more time-consuming (or in some cases, incorrect) strategies that they 
have utilized, and adopt other strategies developed by other students or presented by 
the teacher. In some cases, students abandon a strategy mid-solution, and begin 
developing another strategy that makes more sense. 



Three important things students and teachers have discovered in this process are: (1) 
there are often many ways to solve a problem, (2) problem-solving is messy and 
involves a lot of mistakes, and (3) our greatest resource is each other. 
 

HHS Math Teachers Prepare Students for the 21st Cen tury  
 
With the 21st century came new career demands, teachers are adapting new practices to best prepare 
students for the 21st Century Skills necessary for success:  
1. Creativity & Flexibility in Problem Solving  
2. Communication & Collaboration  
3. Leadership, Initiative and Productivity  
4. Information, Media & Technology Skills  
 
With the shift to 21st century career 
expectations, the Common Core State 
Standards, the new state test (Smarter 
Balanced Assessment), and the latest 
discoveries in brain research, teachers 
have adopted new practices to prepare 
students for their future careers. These 
shifts in teaching include: 21st Century 
Teaching Shift  

What it may look like for the 
student/parent  

Teachers are becoming mentors, 
assisting in learning and providing 
opportunities for student growth and 
learning.  

Teachers are doing less “lecture style” 
teaching, and shifting focus to 
challenging problems that engage 
students in asking questions and 
problem solving.  

Teachers are increasing their focus on 
problem solving strategies over 
memorization of procedures and 
processes.  

Students struggle, but they will learn 
that this struggle is what happens when 
learning and problem solving takes 
place. In this struggle, they learn new 
strategies and skills.  
Students will be better prepared for the 
state tests because they will have more 
skills in approaching challenging 
problems and have the confidence that 
they can figure them out, rather than 
depending on memorization of a 
specific set of steps to a solution.  

Teachers, more than ever, encourage 
students to utilize multiple resources 
for learning.  

Students should seek out multiple 
resources to solve problems. (See the 
list of possible resources below.)  
Furthermore, by asking questions and 
encouraging direct communication with 
teachers, students will become more 
self-reliant and confident.  

Teachers will commonly speak to the 
relevance of learning math, as it is the 
most common “problem solving” 
course.  

Students are asked to tackle problems 
they’ve never seen before. As they 
persevere, students will successfully 
navigate problems that come their way.  

Teachers have shifted homework 
expectations.  

There are a variety of homework types, 
but most frequently, teachers want 
students to study or practice regularly 
outside of class-time. (Please see list 
of possible resources for practice that 
can be used at home.)  



Mock Trial A Huge Success!   
 
Hockinson High School’s Mock Trial Team competed in their first ever district 
competition in February. Over the course of the two-day competition, the team 
competed in six grueling, two and a half hour trials. With each trial, the team gained 
confidence and made adjustments for the next trial. They ended the tournament tied for 
THIRD place (out of eight teams) and are now waiting to see if the get a slot to compete 
at the state competition next month!!! 
 
Pictured below: Taylor Lindsley and Matthew Phillips 

 
 
Attorneys Codi Fortier and Taylor Lindsley were thrown to the wolves early on as they 
were asked to prepare pre-trial motions. They had to read case law and build an 
argument from scratch and each then presented that argument to the judge at the 
beginning of each trial. They got the teams off to a strong start in every trial.  
 
Attorney AnaMaria Weinmuller received an Honorable Mention as Best Attorney, while 
Tim Letunovskiy and Cole Vandermaas each received nominations for Best Attorney in 
at least one of the trials. Finally, freshman attorney Savanna Elliot started Mock Trial in 
October barely saying a word at team meetings, but ended the competition by 
successfully arguing the objections of Camas' strong senior attorneys. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
Pictured below from left to right: Liz Lindsley, Patience Owenby,  
Ebba Reis, Joshua Reese.  

After each trial, the team would have about 20-30 minutes to regroup and prepare for 
the next trial. During that time, they would reflect on the "fact" that they had the best 
witnesses; however, they also agreed that they may have been a bit biased. Turns out, 
they really DID have the best witnesses, as ALL SEVEN of the HHS witnesses received 
nominations for Best Witness! Liz Lindsley juggled two witness roles and was asked at 
the end of one round whether or not her southern drawl was real. Patience Owenby 
earned Best Witness Honorable Mention as a squirrely, difficult to control (for the 
otherside) animal rights activist who made opposing attorneys work for every bit of 
testimony she gave. Josh Reese milked every ounce of sympathy in his role as the 
victim. 

Pictured above from left to right: Codi Fortier, Cole Vandermaas, Savannah Elliott  



 
Pictured above from left to right: Anamaria Weinmuller, Liz Lindsley 
 
Matthew Phillips and Ebba Reis played convincing and well-spoken attorneys. Tyler 
Lugenbeal played the sassiest military surplus store owner ever and Sophia Kline was 
the claimant seeking exoneration. We had a student from Ridgefield act as the bailiff 
and Alyssa was able to offer us invaluable advice for the actual competition. 
We could not have done any of this without our attorney advisor, Sue Phillips and legal 
consultant, Carolyn Schultz-Rathbun. Our witnesses received their outstanding 
coaching from Maria Randall. 
 
I am incredibly proud of our team! They supported each other during each trial and 
watched for ways to make our case stronger and our team more competitive. Obviously, 
what they did worked!! This fantastic group of hard working students earned their way to 
state! On March 18, they will head to Olympia where they will compete with the best of 
the best high school teams from around the state of Washington. These individuals 
have set the bar high for future Mock trials teams at HHS! 
 
Heidi Morris, 
 
Social Studies Teacher 
 
 
ASB Activities- 
 
ASB News - Hawk apparel is for sale in the Activities office. Our inventory is updated 
and we have a new supply of sweatshirts and t-shirts to wear in support of Hockinson 
activities.  We have "Bring The Blue" and "Blue Crew" shirts along with a great variety of 
other items.  



 
Sport Schedules are online! For the most current dates and times, please click on the 
following link: http://hhs.hocksd.org/activities/athletics  
  
Free Tutoring 
National Honor Society students are available in the library for tutoring from 2:45-3:45 
on Wednesday afternoons. If you have a struggling learner, or your student just needs 
some extra help, have them stop by the library.  
 
College and Career Center – March 2016 
Scholarships 
Did you know that you don't have to wait until you are a senior to look for scholarships?  
There are many scholarships available for students in grades 9-12. Check out the 
scholarship link on the College/Career webpage. 
Testing and Test Prep 
Winter is a great time for college entrance exam prep. Free resources are available on 
our web page.  Many juniors take the SAT/ACT in the spring, and again their senior 
year, if needed.  Upcoming dates: 
SAT Test Dates:  Register By:  
May 7    April 8 
June 4   May 5 
 Register at www.sat.collegeboard.org 
 
The redesigned SAT begins March 5.  Learn more about it at 
https://collegereadiness.collegeboard.org/sat?navId=gh-nsat 
ACT Test Dates:  Register By: 
April 9     March 4 
June 11   May 6 
Register at www.actstudent.org 
All students, regardless of grade level and career path, can make an appointment in the 
College and Career Center to start planning their future!  Students and parents can stop 
by, email at Jennifer.miller@hocksd.org or call 448-6450 ext. 5545.  
Career Day is February 25, 2016 from 9:00 – 11:30! This is an opportunity for all 
students to hear from four different people currently working in career areas that interest 
the student. 
 
Hawk Express Opens! 
 
STEP staff and students, along with Chartwells (our fabulous food service folks) have 
opened the Hawk Express coffee cart recently. We are very excited about this 
collaboration and about our students having the opportunity to learn all of the jobs 
required to run the cart. We have done everything from set-up, to making latte's, to 
cleaning up. We have been temporarily closed for some minor repairs, but we look 
forward to serving Hockinson students and staff again soon. 
 
 



 
What’s Happening with Your AAA Boosters? 
 
As usual, your HHS Booster board is hard at work! Our focus at the moment is 
organizing and planning Hockinson Fun Days. It will be here before you know it so be 
sure to mark your calendars for the weekend of June 3 - 4.  
 
This year’s Fun Days event will include all of the activities you know and love: Friday 
night Bingo, pancake breakfast at the fire station, parade, marketplace bazaar, a 
community carnival, a Friday evening Fun Run, the 3rd annual Bed Races and more! 
For more information, you can check out our website: 
http://hockinsonboosters.com/Fun_Days.html.  
 
Our next Booster/Fun Days planning meeting will be in the high school library on the 
evening of Wednesday, March 23rd. Booster business will be discussed from 6:30 – 
7:30 and Fun Days planning will take place from 7:30 – 8:30. It’s a great way to get 
involved with your community, make new friends and give back! 
 
Also, our annual dinner auction fundraiser date has been set – be sure to add Saturday, 
October 22nd to your calendar. It’s a night of fun you won’t want to miss! 
 
AmazonSmile: Don’t forget to use SmileAmazon when you shop online. A portion of 
your sale will go towards the AAA Boosters. It’s very simple, just go to 
smile.amazon.com and select Hockinson High School Athletic and Activities Booster 
Club.  
They will remember your selection, and then every eligible purchase you make at 
smile.amazon.com will result in a donation. Thanks for your support! 
 
As you may already know, the Booster Club is working to identify candidates to step into 
the role of officer on the booster board. The Booster Club has provided invaluable 
support to a variety of groups at the high school throughout the years and the continued 
support of the boosters has had a huge impact on the quality of our school and 
student’s activities.  
 
We have raised 100k+ over the last several years, most of which went directly to the 
teams, clubs and academic groups that participated in the fundraising events. However, 
due to lack of parent participation, the continuation of the AAA Booster Club in its 
current form is in danger. We are in dire need of parents to step up and take supporting 
roles on the booster board as we finish this year and prepare to transition to a new 
board next year. 
 
The board meets for two hours once a month to discuss booster business and 
coordinate either, the annual dinner auction, the holiday bazaar or Hockinson Fun Days. 
Much of the actual work for these events is done by the groups participating in the 
fundraisers but the boosters are involved in the planning and coordinating of each stage 
of each event. 



 
People in Hockinson cherish the sense of community that we are privileged to enjoy. 
This sense of community is fostered in part by the activities put on by the boosters. If 
you enjoy these activities and appreciate the community we live in, we ask that you 
carefully consider whether a position on the booster board is something that would work 
for you and your family. If so, please contact any of our current board members: Julie 
Atchley: julieatchley@mac.com, Sandy Bishop: sandybishop3@hotmail.com or Reenie 
Henderson: hendies199@msn.com. 
 
Yours in community, 
 
AAA Booster Reps 
 
Got Turf? Effort is Growing 
 
The Hockinson High School Got Turf? Committee is working hard to research the 
possibilities of replacing the muddy football/soccer grass field with new synthetic turf.  
 
"No other destination brings more people together in our town than the stadium at the 
high school," said Got Turf? Chairman Dan Tilkin, "yet, it's perhaps the most 
underutilized facility in the entire district because the water table is so high and the 
drainage is so bad."  
 
Teams are not allowed to practice on the current field. P.E. classes are not allowed to 
use it. The marching band has to practice in the parking lot.  
 
The Got Turf? Committee just finished a lengthy feasibility study on how to pay for 
synthetic turf and why it makes financial sense in the long run.  
 
"We are very sensitive to how money is spent in our school district, so we've been 
paying particular attention to the cost/benefit analysis going forward. The numbers are 
very encouraging when you realize a synthetic field can be used and rented out year-
round."  
 
You can read the feasibility study through a link on The Got Turf? Committee's 
Facebook page: https://www.facebook.com/Got-Turf-Hockinson-High-School-Turf-
Initiative-176214546071236/ or through the AAA Boosters website: 
http://hockinsonboosters.com/Got_Turf.html  
 
The Got Turf? Committee is looking at funding options, such as grant’s and raffles. The 
committee is always looking for volunteers. 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
Hockinson High SchoolHockinson High SchoolHockinson High SchoolHockinson High School    Fundamental BeliefsFundamental BeliefsFundamental BeliefsFundamental Beliefs    

We are a community of youth and adult learners who aspire to push on the  

possibilities of our individual and collective capabilities. 

We measure our success by our enduring relationships, 

our academic achievements, the integrity of our communication, 

 and the quality of our contributions to our community and our world. 

Hockinson High SchoolHockinson High SchoolHockinson High SchoolHockinson High School    

Phone     360-448-6450 

Fax         360-448-6459 

Cascade TransportationCascade TransportationCascade TransportationCascade Transportation    

360-687-7137 

 


